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Join us for a
al wor“kdbopity
What you n’eThid
workshop is open to the public
(invite a friend)! This work-
shop is offered through Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans and
designed to help participants
learn:

8 How identity theft can occur.

8 Tips to help protect
themselves.

8§ Steps to take if identity theft
happens to them.

Wh e rSat., April. 16,
10-11:30 am

Wh e r Jey! Lutheran Church

Refreshments will be served!
In addition, a shredding truck
will be available in the parking
lot at Joy! from 9 to 10 am so
you can get rid of all those
unwanted paper documents!
To r e gSigsup @ the
lobby at Joy! or contact the

church office at
847-362-4569 by April 6.

The Lenten sermon series ig
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will bring us to discover more
who Jesus is:

March 13: Scripture
How is the Bible true?

March 20: Baptism  What
does a second birth feel like?

March 27: Forgiveness
Does God love me as I am?

April 3: Authority
Who has authority in my life?

April 10: Faith
Can I believe and still have
doubts?

March 2011

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of

| every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."”

...Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord
God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat

from any tree in the garden'? " "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden,; but God said, "You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die." But the
serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil." (Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-5 NRSV)

All of creation was spoken into existence by our creating God and it was
all good. With the words “Let there be...” there was light, land, water and
sky, plants, animals and people. Everything came into being with the
command, “Let there be...” and God looked at it all and it was good. All
good!

It is interesting to me that words were also spoken when sin invaded all
that was good. It was a question that got it started, "Did God say...?”
And when the conversation was over those first humans believed God had
not been honest with them, was holding them back from being their true
self and that there was an opportunity in front of them that they couldn't
pass up.

The shadow of that day in paradise hangs over us. It was a simple ques-
tion that led them into a world altering action.

tThe season befoEe us ;15 called Lkent. It means “spring” and suggests a

5ti'mqgnf_jo? r@lgirgrg qna Eeﬁl%w\%ﬁ fltais a time to reflect on the condition of our

offaith and life. And it is a time for us to go back to that lingering question

in us that takes us down paths that seize life from us rather than renew
life. But while we must face, address, and wrestle with that question, Lent
is a journey that takes us to God’s final Word on the subject. The same
God who spoke creation into existence spoke again and God'’s final Word is
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen...pronouncing mercy and forgiveness, love
and life.

My invitation to you during Lent is to join a whole community of people
aimed toward that final Word and the promise of LIFE!.

FPastor Scott
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Dear Joy!,

With March comes hopes of a timely Spring (especially this year), “March
-madness” (who are you picking for the f i n a), andl thisuy¢ar, the
start of Lent. This past week the people of Joy! gathered for our tradition-
al observance of Ash Wednesday, the official beginning of Lent. This is a
season of preparation on a number of fronts for the Christian Church the
world over. This time of preparation first and foremost is for the fixing of
our attention on Jesus. It corresponds with Jesus’ 40 days in the wilder-
ness between his baptism and the start of his public ministry (see Luke 4:1
-13), as well as a special focus on his last week, going from public wel-
come (Palm Sunday) to public disdain (his betrayal, trial and crucifixion
on Good Friday), leading up to Easter Sunday.

For the youth of Joy!, this means the ongoing confirmation experience.
Thirty-two eighth and ninth grade students are going through a six-week
journey to confirming for themselves faith in Jesus Christ. This is very
exciting. While many of these students are regular attenders at XRoads or
AtF, it will be their first opportunity to publicly profess their faith in Jesus
Christ as their personal Savior and Lord, as well as take their place as part
of the Church. Parents of these youth also play a part in confirmation this
year, as they have been asked by Pastor Scott and myself to sit-down with
their sons and daughters daily to talk about what they are learning, as well
as read over daily Scripture passages and talk about their meaning and
relating them to what they are learning in confirmation. This will all cul-
minate in Confirmation Sunday, May 15 at the 10:30 worship gathering.

Of course we’re also excited about the formation of the Youth Pastor
Search Committee. This is the next big step in a strategic plan covered in
lots and lots of ongoing prayers. Neal Johnson and Betsy Wehde, two
current youth leaders, have graciously accepted the mantle of leading this
group of adults and youth as they seek after God’s will and guidance in
leading the next youth pastor to Joy!

While we are tired of snow and ready for Winter to be finished, let us not
grow tired or weary of gathering together. XRoads (Wednesday nights,
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm) and AtF (Sunday nights, 7 pm to 9 pm) continues to
be a place of welcoming fellowship and fun for all of the middle and high
school students of Joy! and the outlying communities. Though it’s been
challenging at times waiting upon the Lord, it has been full of growth for
students and leaders alike. We are learning new life lessons, watching
God instill in us the fruit of His Spirit, growing our faith and trust in Him.
I am enjoying the relationships with students, parents, and leaders alike.
Whomever the Lord is sending to shepherd this flock of students and their
families, they will surely be blessed. As we watch for the first buds, wait
for the college basketball playoffs to winnow down, and grow through
Lent, I pray that our Joy! community will not only continue to trust our
Lord, but will anticipate with great joy all that our God is doing, planning,
and calling us to as we step closer to this new season of life together. God
is good. All the time!

In His Grip,
Donre

Dave Feiser, Interim Youth Pastor
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In February, the Connections Ministry held
its second Engage class. Eighteen people
attended the class to create a personal plan
for themselves in the UP/IN/OUT areas we
find key at Joy! Good conversation took
place surrounding each of those areas and
about the discovery of our respec-

tive spiritual gifts.

Also in February Joy! welcomed some won-
derful new members: Gail & Ken Meyers,
Jessie Petersen, The Jaros Family: Deana,
Jay, Hannah, Molly & Toby and Mary
Thacker. Please welcome and introduce
yourselves to this new folks and keep them
in your prayers.

Li

Our role in life is to be the trustee, man-
ager and steward of 100% of what God
entrusts to us during our lifetime. Take
a moment to read these passages from
the Bible:

Whatever you
your heart,
for human
y O wi | | recei ve
Lo as a reward.
yo a r eColoseians\3: 2324 .
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Which conversions have you experi-
enced?
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Lent Seri es: Quest

Meal s Ministry

Joy! has approximately 30 volunteers on the Meals Ministry
Team. Our main purpose is to demonstrate God's love by
serving others and to serve God by providing meals to fami-
lies in good or bad times. Meals are given for: death in a
family, sickness, hospitalizations and also joyous times
such as birth of a new baby. We prepare an entire meal that
consists of a main dish, salad/vegetable, rolls and a dessert.

Pastor Scott's family received meals following Miriam’s
back surgery. Miriam relays, "the meals were wonderful, on
time, and careful about allergies. A true blessing where we
as a family could sit down to a wonderful meal." Miriam
said her kids want to call Peggy and John Holm and have
them cook for them again!

If you like to bake or cook, you can show God’s love
through this ministry—by way of the stomach! If you know
of anyone who needs a meal or if you want to be a part of
the ministry please contact ministry coordinator Pat
DeBreau (debreaufamily@sbcglobal.net).

AtF Bowling Night!!

Sunday, March 20 the high school students are going
bowling. Meet at Joy! at 6 pm and

we'll carpool to Bertrand Lanes
together returning to Joy! by 9 pm.

The cost is $12 and that includes
bowling, shoes, pizza and pop!!

Invite a friend!!

Permission forms must be turned in
by March 17 to Dave Feiser. You will find forms on
the stand in the lobby.

COOL FOOD PANTRY

Spirit of Sojourners small group would like to thank all who
contributed to the February COOL Food-of-the-Month
(Christian Outreach of Lutherans)! We appreciate and are
thankful for all the donations of can soup/stews. The Food
Pantry is so appreciative of the generosity of Joy! mem-
bers. The March Food-of-the-Month will be a bit different.
We will be collecting "Dollars for Easter Dinner.” These
funds will give the Food Pantry needed money to buy hams
and all the trimmings for Easter meals for those in need this
Holy Season. Collection envelopes will be available at the
Info Center in the lobby. Please bring your donations by the
4th Sunday, March 27. Thank you Joy! for your continued
support of COOL!

"iThey found Jesus in t
the teachers, | istening
gues t(Luked:46) "

Asking questions can be scary. Being asked ques-
tions can be scary, too. Asking or being asked

questions means you have to admit that you might
not know something—or maybe it's putting some-

one else on the spot.

You put yourself at another

person's feet, hoping they can enlighten you or
make a decision for you (or give you the "right"
answer). Sometimes this feels weak or confronta-
tional, so we avoid asking the questions we want
answered or giving the answers that are truly

needed.

Jesus demonstrates that questioning can lead us
closer to God and one another. Jesus asked more
than 300 questions in his ministry. Jesus' first
words in the gospels (as a young man in the tem-
ple) were questions to the elders. His final words
on the cross included a question.

Jesus often answered questions with questions.
Jesus chose not to offer simple answers to the
complex concerns in our lives. Neither should we.
Questions help us examine our relationship with
God, each other, and ourselves.

Jesus challenges us to open up and struggle. God
gave us the gift of thought. We are challenged to
use it. Each week we'll look at how questions
bring us to discover more and more who Jesus is.

When was the last time you asked someone a
truly serious, life-grounding question?

What questions will help you center your life

better?

What questions do you want to ask God?

"The unexamined | i f-e i

Ho l
Wednesday, April 20
Thursday, April 21
Friday, April 22

Sunday, April 24

Socrates

y Week Schedul
Stations of the Cross

Maundy Thursday 7pm service
Family Activities 9:30 - 11am
Good Friday 7pm service

7:30, 9 & 10:30am services

8:30 - 11am breakfast

h

S

e



Joy!ful Noise March 2011

DiQuneirtny dhh ds IBihfet|
PADS needs volunteers to help in the Monday night

Provi di
PADBKBake

Ur g e nt Nortieem Hlinois Food Bank (NIFB)
requires that someone in the PADS ministry have a Food
Safety License. We receive a great amount of free and
inexpensive food for our PADS meals from NIFB.
Using the NIFB food allows us to maximize our ser-
vices. Is anyone currently licensed for this? Is anyone
interested in becoming licensed for this? (reimbursement
for expenses, of course, book and test) Please ask others.
Spread the word! CLC has several spring classes on
various days and times. For details, please contact Ardy
Lange (bjorlange@sbcglobal.net) or Dave Sponholz
(dsponholtz@att.net) .

Month ofAUmhdiges success!
Joy! certainly went above and beyond in respondmg to
the February underwear drive for =
PADS, “A Month of Undies.” We
had hoped to give a tally of the
items received, but a helpful vol-
unteer put them away before we
were finished counting. We had at
least four full bins that were deliv-
ered to Shepherd of the Lakes
(SOTL). Thank you so much for your generosity.

ng Advocacy,
County News

February volunteers

Thank you to all who volunteered in February. The B 3
small group served fried chicken, mashed potatoes with
gravy, scalloped corn, green beans, salad and some stel-
lar desserts. One guest said that “it was the best meal she
had had all week!”

Food for breakfasts and
If you wish to donate food for March meals, sign up at
the Joy! kiosk. There are labels with which you can label
the food and an info sheet with delivery details.

Book signing and sale
“Power of PADS,” written by SOTL member Stephanie
Arado, can be purchased and signed before and after
weekend services April 30, 5 pm and May 1 in the
morning. It will also be available at the volunteer appre-
ciation dinner on May 2. The book is $5; Stephanie
pledges $1 per book to Lake County PADS.

theeds

Grayslake site at SOTL. Please contact Ardy Lange
(bjorlange@sbcglobal.net) or Dave Sponholz
(dsponholtz@att.net) to learn more and to get on the
schedule. On the job training offered for free!

Shi ftDuti es

3-5 a . Mpeople make hot breakfast; monitor
sleeping guests; volunteers needed
March 14/15

5, 6, Tserva braakfast; clean the kitchen,
worship center and bathrooms. Time
1s flexible, but come for at least a
half-hour or longer; volunteers need-

ed March 14/15, 21/22 and 28/29

L a u n d r ytake dirty laundry to Advocate Con-
dell in Libertyville on Tuesdays, pick
up clean laundry on Friday and drop
off at SOTL, volunteers needed
March 15 and 29.

What's been happening?

Jan. 31-Feb. 1 55 guests, including 9 children

Feb. 7-8 58 guests, including 6 children, plus

2 Navy volunteers

Feb. 14-15 53 guests, including 7 children

Feb. 21-22 57 guests, including 6 children

Feb. 28-Mar. 1 44 guests, including 6 children, plus
3 Navy volunteers

A!I wacvhse *needed:

decks of cards

earplugs

powder (for feet)

boots

gym shoes

back packs

duffle bags

underwear and/or T-shirts

These may be dropped off at Joy!
during business hours or at Shepherd of the Lakes in
Grayslake. If you need a pick up, contact Angie or Jean.

Joy!fully serving Our Lord,

Angie List Sheets Jean Hackbert
847 548 5918 847 548 4261
blueturtle727@hotmail.com jhackbert@sbcglobal.net

mor e

vV C
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So That Lives Are Changed!

Last October, in the Special Edition of the Joy!ful Noise, news about the pro-
gress of the building project and Capital Campaign was shared including sev-
eral perspectives about the campaign from Pastor Scott, Jim Kerwin, myself
and Facilities Improvement Team member, Jennifer Bellman. At that time,
we had not yet completed the campaign or celebrated, had not pledged, had

not voted to move ahead as a congregation with the project and we were still ® ©
encouraging others for ideas and participation in the campaign. We were six
months away from March, 2011. So, what have we accomplished and what

1s there to be excited about?
SO THAT LIVES

LOTS! ARE CHANGED

By any measure the campaign is a continuing success, with $815,000 in pledges to date and many prayer
commitments. It’s not too late to commit or recommit to the project if you have not yet done so because it’s
still about being ALL IN! ALL IN is not only about a commitment of financial support, but also about a
commitment from the heart, based in the faith that this is God’s project, embodied in our “Out” relationship
with God.

In addition, we gathered at our congregational meeting on January 30 to move ahead and secure financing to
support the amounts raised in the capital campaign. We approved securing the services of Ricchio & Associ-
ates as general contractors to lead the building project. During that congregational meeting and throughout
the campaign, we have made sure that as the project continued, and as opportunities presented themselves
for additional needs to be met that were not yet able to be met, that we would move to meet those opportuni-
ties, particularly as we continued to meet with the architects. One area that had much discussion was space
for youth and children’s ministries-ministries that are at the core of our DNA. We heard some dissatisfac-
tion with the design as presented, some were disappointed with the lack of space specifically designated for
these ministries.

I’m thrilled to share that some new adjustments have been made! These changes came about from direct in-
put from youth leaders and our young people along with our Facilities Team. All worked together to deter-
mine that modifications in our current facility during the first phase of building would allow for some desig-
nated space for our youth ministries! Take a few minutes and check out some of the adaptations that have
been made (plans on display in the lobby). The joy I have in all of this progress is that it is about ALL of us
moving ahead as a church family, working together with faith in God to support our efforts to improve our
facilities. How I continue to be amazed at God’s generosity and am thankful for the blessings of His
presence among us!

So, as we look ahead with wonder and excitement about our new facilities, and know that there’s still so
much to be done, it’s comforting to look back and reflect on how much progress has been made so far. Join
me in seeking out ways to support our building project and the leadership teams. Our church family leaders
have worked tirelessly to bring our vision and dreams to become the facilities that support our ministries.
Keep the faith and make sure you’re, “ALL IN!”

Don Swangon
Capital Campaign Chair

News from Council- Nominating Team

The church council nominating team has begun meeting and praying for church council members to replace Steve
Mayer and Mike Turchi whose terms are up in June of 2011. If you are interested in finding out more information
about becoming a council member please contact Steve Mayer at stevepm33@hotmail .com or Mike Turchi at
turchim@prodigy.net. We have been praying for you to serve your Heavenly Father in this important leadership role in
the congregation.
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@& The Community Care Corner:

Providing Care at JOY! Lutheran Church

Ukl | Article by Pastor Al.  alvacaldwell@sbcglobal.net

"J‘”m Il nto a Prayerful Lenten

The lectionary text for March 6 was Matthew 17:1-13, the story
of the transfiguration of Christ. It is the text that prepares us for a
8 Holy Lent. The painting to the left is Bellini’s interpretation of

8 this event. Peter , James and John have come at Jesus’s invita-

:Y tion, to accompany him to the mountain where he will pray.

# While praying, Moses and Elijah appear, Jesus’ appearance be-

comes bright as light, the dlsc1ples fall to the ground. Notice if you will that Bellini has put the disciples right
on the edge of the cliff. Why? Because fervent prayer always takes us to the edge where God will do a won-

derful thing. As we prepare for a Holy Lent, the Community Care Corner suggests this text can give some in-
sights into how we pray in Lent. (1) P | a Jeses chose a place in the mountain to pray. We too ought to find a

special place where prayer can be uninterrupted. 2)Pr ay e r

P@&us invited Petsr, James and John;

who do you invite to pray with you? Find a trusted friend. Invite someone to sit at the edge with you. 3) P r e -

p a r [ you remember the old line. “The church gathered to pray for rain, but no one brought an umbrella.”?
Prepare yourself for the surprise that God has in store for you. In this prayer time, Moses and Elijah appeared

and great changes took place. (4) P 0 n dWith the arrival of Moses and Elijah, the text says a cloud descend-

ed over them. Sometimes instead of light; our prayers might bring clouds. Do not be afraid of the clouds; they

are God’s way of holding us back from blinding light. Enter the mystery. 5) Per manent Beterr uct u
wants to build three structures, one each for Jesus, Moses and Elijah; but this event is not about putting down

deep roots in one place; it is rather about gathering the energy to continue to be on the move. Beware of spirit-

uality that ties one too closely to one time and space. (6) Pa s t

Pr e s ényer ha&theRapatity to e .

collapse past, present and future; Moses and Elijah have been gone from the earth for fifteen hundred years,
and yet, they appear to Jesus. In a dream? In a vision? In the flesh? The appearance is full of mystery, but it is
also full of promise and hope. The God we worship is able to collapse the past , present and future into God-
Time, and we are invited to live as the people of the promise. People of Joy!, have a Holy Lent.

VBS 2011 is coming June 13  -17!

Plans are already underway and we need your

help! Leadership opportunities are available now! When most of us hear
the word "Leader,” we shy away thinking it will be too much work, takes
too much time, I am too new to Joy or that I do not have the right skills
to be successful. I encourage you to pray for this ministry and for the
leaders who are thinking of serving in this ministry. The

time commitment is roughly 3 months and most work can be done at
your leisure and/or from home. We would love to have two leaders in
each area so if you have a friend, encourage them to serve with
you...many hands make light work! Everything you need will be provid-
ed. This ministry reaches over 260 children each year and is a great way
to show love to the children of our community. Registration and general
volunteer sign-up will begin in April. If you have any questions or would
like to discuss the specifics of one of the leadership positions, contact Jori
or Tim Maguire at 847-680-8801 or jorimaguire@comcast.net
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