
  

 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth…  Psalm 98:4 
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February 2011 

 
Prayers & Squares 

We are blessed!  The Prayer Quilt Ministry continues to grow – one knot at a time.  
We are so thankful to have the opportunity to pray for those that yearn to feel 
God’s grace, the love of a friend and congregational support.  In 2010, we were 
able to offer prayers for recipients of 29 quilts.  And the requests keep coming!  
We are so grateful to all that have given their talents to the ministry.  Each time a 
request was submitted, we’ve been able to reach into the cupboard and pulled out 
a completed quilt to hang in worship.  However – our cupboards are almost bare 
and we need your help. 

We’re looking for people to machine stitch quilt tops at 
home.  Can you help?  There is no need to purchase 
supplies.  We have a large selection of fabrics in the 
Powerhouse and would be happy to assist you in pick-
ing out a few for your project.  We even have a sewing 
machine that you can borrow!  If you are limited on 
time, there is no need to attend our quilting bees.  
Once the quilt top is finished, we will complete it for 
you.  What we really need are people that can just sew, sew, sew! 

Our Spring Quilting Bee dates are scheduled for the following Saturday mornings 
from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm in the Powerhouse:  March 12, April 9, May 14 and June 
11.  All are welcome – no experience necessary.  Contact Alice Cantwell at 847-845
-0452 (alice.cantwell@comcast.net) or Gail Schrader at 847-548-5735 
(gschrader50@sbcglobal.net) if you’d like more information. 

 

 

The Community Care Corner: 
Article by Pastor Al.   alvacaldwell@sbcglobal.net 
 

Living in Times of Transition 

Joy is in a time of transition as we move forward in our 
building program. Many of us members are also in times of 
transition because of changes in employment status, chang-
es in marital status, changes in health and changes in living 
arrangements which make relocation is necessary. As I pre-
pared this article, I was taken back to 1977 when Bonnie 

and I were expecting our second child and we were in Lamaze classes. We were 
instructed to look for the signs of Transition in the birth process. Transition is the 
time when the birth is coming close and rapid, strong changes take place.  Review-
ing my notes and my memory of this training, I can see how these characteristics 
of transition in the birth process can help us understand other life transitions.   

(1) Transition is time when some want to give up. The pain can be intense and the 
contractions long and hard. So it is in a building program. When the times are hard 

(Continued on page 3) 

Confo Prep is starting March 6!  

Students eighth through twelfth grade 

who desire to confirm their faith 

should pick up information at the Info 

Center. Classes start March 6 and con-

firmation will be May 15! 

 

Dave Feiser’s monthly letter can be 

found on the Joy website, 

www.joylutheran.org, on the newslet-

ter page! Check it out! 
 

“Smart Discipline:  Helping  
Parents Raise Great Kids” 

 

You're invited to attend this FREE, 
2-hour Smart Discipline workshop 
on Monday, March 14 from 6:30-
8:30 pm.  Childcare will be availa-
ble.  Treat yourself to the fun and 
you'll leave feeling encouraged, 
motivated and equipped with a 
surefire method of helping your 
children gain self-control and grow 
in self esteem.  You'll learn a guar-
anteed way to stop the fighting and 
bickering between your kids and 
how to get your kids to do what you 
ask the first time! More details to 
come. 
 

For more information or to sign up 
please contact Ruthi Landaeta at 
cmruthi@wi.rr.com or 
262.843.9408. 
 
From January to the first Sunday 

in March we will explore the 
transforming power of God 
through our relationships: 

February 13 

In Life...Christ-Centered 

February 20 

Out Life...Get Out 

February 27 

Out Life...Servant’s Heart 

March 6 

Out Life...Out Spoken 
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A Note from Your Council President 

I hope you’ve heard the Good News.  God offers each of us a new 
life; full of love, forgiveness and grace through his son, Jesus 
Christ.   

There is other Good News here at Joy! Lutheran Church, too.  I am 
excited to share that we are moving forward with plans to expand 
our mission and improve our facilities!  At a special meeting held 
on January 30, 2011 the congregation showed their support  in fa-
vor of two resolutions that will allow us to bring our vision to life.  
Our plans include growing in faith, growing in membership and 
growing in the size of our facility. 

As we proceed, I ask that you continue to be prayerful.  Please 
pray for the leadership of the congregation.  Pray that we follow 
the path that God has intended for us.  Pray also for understanding 
and unity in the decisions that lie ahead of us. 

Blessings, 

Alice Cantwell 

Joy! Community ~       

As we reach the halfway point of our fiscal year, offerings were $14,309 below budget.  Year-to-date expenses were 

$16,118 below budget.  Due to staff changes made this past summer and fall with a part-time Youth Director and in-
creased hours for Jenelle Ancona, Connections Ministry, our staff expense is $16,300 below budget.       

So That Lives Are Changed pledges were given for a total of $110,841 at 12/31/10.  Capital Campaign  expenses to date 
were $34,855 of which $28,043 was paid to TAG, our stewardship consultant firm.  

Our cash balance at 12/31/10 was $28,855 with $21,464 due to the General Fund from the Building Fund for offsets and 
expenses of fiscal years ending 2008 & 2009.        

The Church Council and the Capital Campaign, Stewardship and Finance Committees encourage all to be All In and sup-

port our capital campaign. Pledge cards for 2011 regular giving will be inserted in the 2010 Contribution Statements.  

We encourage you to return those cards for your regular offering giving.  Thank you!       

2010 Contribution Statements were recently mailed and also included your 2011 Regular Giving Pledge card.  Please 
prayerfully consider your regular offering gifts and return the pledge card to the box located in the lobby.    

ALL IN So That Lives Are Changed! 

COOL FOOD PANTRY- Spirit of So-

journers small group would like to thank 
all who contributed to the January 
C.O.O.L. Food-of-the-Month (Christian 
Outreach of Lutherans)!  We appreciate 
and are thankful for all the donations of 
peanut butter and jelly. The Food Pan-
try is so appreciative of the generosity 
of Joy! Members.  The February Food-of
-the-Month will be Soups and Stews. 
Seems like a good 
choice after 
how this month has 
started!....Thanks 
so much for all 
your help!! 

Joy! Lutheran Church      

 December 2010 YTD December 2010  

 Actual Budget Actual Budget Last Year  

What God has provided:      

Total General Offering                 44,418                 49,920                240,701                255,010                  258,867  

Capital Campaign Offering                 57,524                       -                  110,841                        -                            -    

Investment and Other Revenues                   7,156                   3,092                  38,174                  24,048                   48,948  

  Total Income               109,098                53,012              389,716              279,058                307,815  

      

How we used it to minister:      

Staffing Expense                  25,085                 28,158                154,181                170,481                  154,449  

Benevolence sent outside                    3,780                   5,200                  29,769                  26,753                   27,025  

Worship, Education & Other                   2,875                   4,822                  23,850                  31,576                   29,847  

Facilites,Mortgage &Cap Camp                 14,875                   9,360                  87,048                  47,412                   84,194  

  Total Expenses                46,615                47,540              294,849              276,222                295,516  

      

  Net Change in our Reserves                62,482                  5,472                94,867                  2,836                  12,299  
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and difficult, folks may want to give up.  That is 
one of the main jobs of the Lamaze coach: be a 
strong supporter and encourager. Who in our 
church will be the voices of support and encour-
agement! We need many coaches in this process. 

(2) Transition is time when the body wants to 
take over, and shaking, trembling and fear may 
try to take over. Folks who have lost a job they 
held for 15 years may begin to shake and tremble 
and have grave self doubts. It is time for others 
to step forward and provide assurance, and com-
fort and tend to the immediate needs at hand. In 
childbirth, this might be gentle touching and soft 
words. With persons who have lost a job, it may 
be an attentive listening ear.  

(3) In Transition so much is happening that it 
seems impossible to relax. With our building pro-
gram calling for so many decisions in short suc-
cession, we will need many folks who offer a cup 
of tea and a calm conversation. Someone who is 
being uprooted and called on to relocate may 
need your calm voice that invites a time of prayer 
in the corner of the church after receiving the 
bread and wine.  

(4) Transition is time when a woman in childbirth 
needs the most emotional support.   Transition is 
not a time to ask, “Should we have made this de-
cision?” It is a time to say, “Having made this de-
cision, I stand with you and give you my love and 
support.”  

Folks, at JOY!, we are in a time of Transition, and 
tempers will be tested, many will be second 
guessing and looking back to “what if”, but God is 
calling us to move forward in support of one an-
other and in support of our church.  Some folks 
are in personal transitions. Look around, reach 
out, touch someone, say, “In the name of Jesus 
Christ, I believe God will bring you to a good 
place.” We are a people of the promise, and in 
one sense, we are always in transition: always 
being called forward into something new, and be-
ing asked to leave some things behind.  Transition 
has its time of trials and hurts, but most of all, it 
is a time to rejoice because something new and 
wonderful is about to be born. Let us help one 
another to celebrate the transitions that God is 
offering us as we grow and change into some-
thing new and wonderful.    

Peace to you all 

Pastor Al    

(Continued from page 1) Identity Theft 
 

Identity theft is a serious problem.  When your identity is 
taken it can cost you your good name, your credit and 
your wealth.   
 

There is another identity theft that is an age old prob-
lem. One of the many traps in our world is to believe 
that we are what we do and that we are only as valuable 
as that which we produce or what we have accom-
plished.  Friends and even relatives can “name” us ac-
cording to what we’ve done for them lately.  Our victo-
ries and our failures can mount up (or down I suppose) 
to a sense of identity that distracts us from our God giv-
en identity.   
 

Do you know who God says you are?  Do you know who 
you are in Christ?  You can rest in the hopeful identity 
that you are given through Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion.   It is a gift to you from a loving Savior.   My hope 
is that you will put this list in a place where you will often 
see it.  Let this be a daily reminder of your true identity. 
 

Ý  You are alive in Christ. (Romans 6:11 ) 
Ý You have eternal life, the free gift of God in Christ.   

(Romans 6:23) 
Ý You cannot be separated from the love of God. 

(Romans 8:39) 
Ý You belong to God's community. (Romans 12:15) 
Ý You are a saint. (1 Corinthians 1:2) 
Ý You have received God’s grace. (1 Corinthians 1:4) 
Ý You have the sure hope of resurrection. (1 Corinthi-

ans 15:22) 
Ý All of God's promises are “Yes” to you. (2 Corinthians 

1:20) 
Ý His victory is yours. (2 Corinthians 2:14) 
Ý You are a new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
Ý You are reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:19) 
Ý You are free. (Galatians 2:4) 
Ý You are right with God. (Galatians 2:16) 
Ý You are a child of God. (Galatians 3:26) 
Ý You are blessed, chosen, holy and blameless, adopt-

ed, redeemed and marked with the Holy Spirit. 
(Ephesians 1:1-14) 

Ý You are created for good. (Ephesians 2:10) 
Ý You are forgiven. (Ephesians  4:32) 
Ý You have a heavenly prize. (Philippians 3:14) 
Ý You have peace. (Philippians 4:7) 
Ý You have glorious riches. (Philippians 4:19) 
Ý You have a promise of life. (2 Timothy 1:1) 
Ý You are called to eternal glory. (1 Pet 5:10) 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Scott 
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PADS (Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter) 

Reflections by Betsy 

At 2:00 a.m. on a cold Tuesday winter morning my alarm goes off.  I wake up Brian, 16, and Samantha, 
19.  We all get ready to leave by 2:30 to arrive at Shepherd of the Lakes (SotL) by 3 a.m.  We volunteer for 
the 3:00 to 6:00 a.m. shift to cook breakfast for the PADS ministry. 

It is an awesome experience to be up and out at that time of day.  All is quiet and the roads are emp-
ty.  When we arrive at SotL, we are told of the evening’s activities and how many guests are in the 
church.  Then that shift goes home and we begin to prepare for breakfast. 

Most of the guests are still sleeping.  There might be one or two that are up and walking around.  They are 
happy to see us, because we start making coffee.  The first part of the shift is preparing and planning for 
breakfast.  The pace is slow but gradually ramps up as the food needs to be cooked.  Once cooking time 
nears, it's all hands on deck!  Another coffee pot is started, the hash browns are made and put in the oven to 
keep warm.  Generally sausage and eggs are started next, but is all depends on what is in the fridge or has 
come in during the week.  Toast is being made and buttered and also put in the ovens to keep warm. We 
also are setting up another table of cold breakfast choices and juices.  By 4:30 we are in the full swing of 
cooking. 

The breakfast is served at 5:00 because the bus is coming soon to take the 
guests back to North Chicago.  Also at this time, some more volunteers are 
arriving.  They will help with serving and cleaning up the sleeping are-
as.  Now everything is buzzing with awakened guests and volunteers clean-
ing up linens and sleeping mats.  There is so much activity at 5:00, com-
pared to most homes where people are still snuggled into their beds and 
sleeping.  This is when time flies and it all comes together. 

Guests are up and ready to eat.  Some ask for hygiene products 
or washcloths to start their day.   Also, paperwork and lists need to 
be copied and sent back to the PADS office.  Documentation is important 
because it helps with funding and to know how many guests are being 

helped.  This is a great time to talk with the guests and make sure they have enough food to get on with 
their day.  We also distribute the bag lunches that were made by the previous shift.  Everyone is given a 
lunch to take with them.  We use a check-off list as we give out lunches to make sure everyone has a lunch.  

By now the next shift, the 6:00 volunteers are arriving to clean up everything--and I mean everything.  The 
whole church and eating area are so clean by the end you would not have known anyone was even there 
that night.  Brian and Samantha go to school, and I go to work.  Phew! What a morning!  

Month of Undies off to good start 

We have already had a great response to Joy!'s "Month of Undies" campaign.  Yesterday Angie and Jean de-
livered a large portion of the donations from February 5. Joy! has amazing hearts. We have more than 106 
pairs of men's underwear (mainly sizes L & XL) after only one week.  Also, we were able to drop off addition-
al donations of hoodies, school supplies, etc. Six donated coats will be passed on to the jail ministry. Thank 
you so much. 

Thank you 

Amazing Grace dished up fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, salad, corn, 
brownies and cookies January 17. Thank you to all the volunteers who set up 
tables, made beds, handed out toiletries, organized the clothing closet, 
cleaned up and met the needs of our P.A.D.S. guests. 

Personal observations from volunteers 

Sandy Voigt: It's "eye-opening" to realize that we have a whole drawer full of 
underwear and the guests are thrilled to get one new item. 

Samantha Wehde: Everyone is so cheerful and nice when my family volun-
teers on the 3 a.m. shift. The guests are truly grateful for what we do. One woman, a first-timer, cried in 
happiness when she saw the delicious breakfast. 

 

 

Ben & Sandy Voigt; Mike, Rachel 

and Michelle Hood (left to right) in 

the clothing closet. 

Sue, Angela and Mary take a 

peek at the fried chicken. 


