What is next?  
We now stand looking toward the future with hope.  We are poised to grow deeper and reach farther…to fulfill the mission God has given us and to live toward the dreams of all who have been a part of the Joy! experience.  

So with boldness we are moving forward.  With God’s help, we have the opportunity to set the course for the future.  We have the opportunity to remove the things that constrain us, to address the needs of a new generation, foster a dynamic Christian community and continue to make disciples of Jesus sent into the world “So that Lives are Changed!”

While the building cannot in itself change lives, it is a great resource.   When our current building was built, everyone was excited.  Inside these walls are the names of those who contributed to make it happen.  Each person wrote prayers and blessings.  It was a great time.  It wasn’t long, though, before the constraints of the current building were obvious.  We needed more and better room for our ministries to blossom and grow.  
· It is clear that our constraints have kept us from having the kind of adult education and spiritual formation that we’ve wanted… So that lives are changed!

· It is clear that our constraints have kept us from having the kind of children and youth ministries we’ve wanted… So that lives are changed!

· While the people of Joy! are warm and welcoming we dream of facilities that are warm and welcoming as well…  So that lives are changed!

· Our current lobby doesn’t foster opportunities for people to relax and talk which are important building blocks to a healthy community…  So that lives are changed!

· We have dynamic worship services in spite of our constraints.  We need to build the kind of space that will really enhance the worship of our community… So that lives are changed!

In the coming years we will build facilities that reflect the spirit of Joy and our values.  Let me tell you what we are going to do.  We are going to build…

· …a central space that will be welcoming and inviting with lots of light and warm color.  This is the connecting space that will be a hub for the building but most all a hub for community and relationships.   A coffee bar will offer a focal point for new people to meet and old friends to get together. An information center will be the heart of direct communications for all.  So that lives are changed!

· …rooms to provide space for classes, forums, training, small groups, support groups and more.  This is space vital to growing the faith of our children and youth.  This is also space that will enable us to provide opportunities for adult spiritual formation and education, and new member and connections classes. So that lives are changed!

· …a dedicated worship center that provides the necessary tools and atmosphere to gather for services that honor God and provide a dynamic experience for all who are present.  It will be a space in which we could host concerts and conferences. So that lives are changed!

· …an interesting and welcoming building that will communicate the Joy! presence to all who pass by or enter in. So that lives are changed!

· …improved bathrooms, kitchen and best of all…storage!  Maybe storage doesn’t grab you but we really need it! So that lives are changed!

God is asking us to be faithful.  We are stepping out in faith and going where God is leading us.  We will need to raise $1.2 million over the next three years to begin building these facilities.  As important as that is it is even more important that everyone is involved.  When everyone is involved everyone can celebrate.  The gifts of each will not be equal but the sacrifice and commitment of each can be.  What I’m asking is that everyone…100%...will participate.  

We are not going to do this over night.  All of this will take several years and a long-term commitment.  God willing we will do all of this in two or three phases beginning the summer of 2011. 

We will begin by:

· …building the central connecting space.

· …adding classrooms and conference rooms.

· …improving the bathrooms, kitchen and adding storage.

· …enhancing our current worship space

· …creating a building that will tell people who Joy! is.



“Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.”  (Romans 5:2 NLT)








